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Westlake High School 
2017-2018 Academic Year
Advance, Intermediate, Beginning Chorus

Class Description: This course is for students who will study and perform both accompanied and a capella music of varying degrees of difficulty.  The course will represent a number of styles, historical periods and composers.

Class Requirements: 
Beginning Chorus
This choir is open to all students regardless of musical background or experience. The students in this classes will have an opportunity to go on to one of the advanced choirs after completing a year (sometimes less) in chorus. Students in these classes must attend all festivals and concert performances as indicated on the rehearsal/performance calendar and MUST attend the after-school rehearsals as scheduled on the choir’s master calendar. 
Intermediate Chorus
This choir is open to students that have experienced 1 year of beginning chorus. The students in this class will be given the opportunity to audition for All-State Chorus and collegiate choral programs. Students in this class must attend all festivals and concert performances as indicated on the rehearsal/performance calendar and MUST attend the after-school rehearsals as scheduled on the choir’s master calendar newsletter. 
Advance Mixed Chorus 

This choir is an auditioned choir to students that have experienced 1 year of a beginning chorus course, sight-read a given piece from the director, sing the major, minor, and chromatic scales in the appropriate vocal range/key, and complete a prerequisite theory exam. The students in this class are challenged to audition for All-State Chorus and collegiate choral programs. Students in this class are expected to present themselves as vocal professionals at all times. None participating students with poor behavior will be dismissed from the class.  

Materials:  
Due one week after this document is received/

Worth 100 Points!

· Daily Supply of Pencils (no ink pens)
· Mandatory Chorus Uniform 
· Beginning Chorus: Chorus T-shirt & Jeans 

· Intermediate and Advance: Chorus Dresses and Tuxedos (FORMAL ATTIRE) ** you are also required to purchase a chorus t-shirt as well.** 

	0% (10 pts)

	Pre-Test/Diagnostic Test

	50%

	Performance-based Assessments/Quizzes

Weekly Singing Quizzes (memory quizzes)

	30%

	Classwork/Projects/Sectionals/Group work/ Participation 


	20%

	Culminating Projects/Unit Tests/Final Exam/
Concerts, Performances, Recitals


	
	


Grading scale 

A:  90-100
B:  80-89
C:  70-79
F:   0-69
Course Outline/Curriculum Overview 
 The following academic concepts will be covered. THIS IS ONLY A GUIDE AND IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE.

MAJOR UNITS/GRADES: CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Formative Assessments for each concert will be given 1 week prior to concert/show. 
	Beginning
	Intermediate
	Advance

	Singing Valentines February 14th
LGPE February 28th
Westside Story April 12-13th 
	Singing Valentines February 14th 
LGPE February 28th 
Westside Story April 12th-13th 
	Singing Valentines February 14th 
SW Airlines TBD
LGPE February 28th 
Westside Story April 12th-13th 
South County Fest April 24th 
Signing Day TBD 


	Westside Story
	Orlando Choir

	March 26th- April 11th 😊 (REHEARSALS WILL BE ANNOUNCED)
April 12th SHOW
April 13th SHOW

	March 7th Rehearsal

March 12th Rehearsal

March 14th Rehearsal

March 19th Rehearsal

March 21st Rehearsal
March 23rd-24th TRIP


V. Primary Text(s)
Resource Book/Text: Choral Connections (Glencoe McGraw-Hill). Sheet music and other music resource materials will be provided.

*Other resources will be used as well according to the subject matter being studied with unit.
Classroom Expectations: 

Come to class prepared to focus only with the before mentioned material. Be on time and be prepared to learn. At all times, everyone in this classroom will conduct himself or herself in a professional manner. ANY deviation from acceptable behavior shall require immediate attention up to and including referral to an administrator. Any student receiving a grade of 70% or below on any graded work is expected to see me for assistance.  Come prepared to discuss how to improve your performance.
Class Rules/Discipline Policy 

· Be on Time 

· Please Be Respectful of other students and the teachers

· Excessive absenteeism and tardiness will result in a failing academic and conduct grade.
· Chronic Tardiness will result in After-School Detention or an Administrative Referral and result in a failing grade for missed work.
· Rude and disrespectful behavior will not be tolerated and will result in a failing grade
· Lack of class materials will result in a failing grade for all daily activities.
· Excessive talking and interruptions will result in a failing grade for all daily activities.
· Cheating/ Plagiarizing will result in an automatic “0” grade for the assignment.
· Limit eating and, or drinking to the cafeteria (this includes candy, gum, chips, etc…).  Select items will be confiscated and must be picked up by the end of the school day.
· Other Discipline problems will be referred to an administrator.
· Cell Phones, I-Pods, MP3 Players, or any other Electronic Devises are not permitted in the classroom.  If cell phones  or other electronics) are seen or heard they will be confiscated and given to the administration in accordance our school policy and Georgia Law.

· Fulton County School’s discipline policies are located in the Student Handbook will be enforced and adhered to at all times.
Make-up Policy

MAKING UP MISSED ASSIGNMENTS OR CONCERTS It is the student’s and parent’s responsibility to make arrangements for make-up work. Students should ask their teacher for any missed assignments on the first day they return to school. You will not be able to make up the concert due to it being a “LIVE PERFORAMANCE”, however you will have 3 days to get the make -up assignment for missing a Concert! 
Deficiency Notices and Progress Reports

The student will periodically receive from the teacher GRADE PROGRESS reports and DEFICIENCY NOTICES.  You should review with your parent(s) or guardian(s) AND they must sign and return both the GRADE PROGRESS REPORT and DEFICIENCY NOTICE on or before the assigned due date. 

Expectations for Technology:

There may be times when the teacher will ask you to utilize your own technology during a class. This technology can include a smart phone, laptop, or tablet. When personal technology is not required by the teacher, the electronic device should be OFF and AWAY. 



    Make Up Work Policy:

 Late Work Policy:
If you are present when an assignment is given, then I expect you to turn in the work on the day that it is due.  If you are present in class and fail to submit an assignment upon teacher request on the day that it is due, then you will receive a grade of a zero for that assignment.  If you have an unexcused absence on the day the assignment is due, then you will receive a grade of a zero for that assignment.  
Recognizing the value of student’s being able to demonstrate their mastery of their learned knowledge, Westlake will implement two school wide late work amnesty windows per semester.  Assignments that can be submitted on these dates fall under the grade weights of Class Work and Homework.  The amnesty dates are as follows: (It is the teachers’ discretion to choose the actual due dates for the amnesty assignments for their class ONLY!)
Extra Credit Opportunities: extra credit can be applied to the class participation grade in case a student’s participation grade suffers due to excessive tardiness, illness or excused absence.
· Attend a community arts performance. (ex: musical, chorus, band, or orchestral concert, etc.) and submit a playbill and 2 page critique.

· Attend one of the recommended piano classes outside of class and submit a 1 page summary of observation.
· Complete Sight Reading Challenge from a piece selected by the director.

· Participate in additional, non-mandatory rehearsals for chorus performances and assist where needed.

HALL PASS –   Hall passes will be issued at the teacher’s discretion.
Please return this portion of the syllabus to Ms. Kelly within 7 days upon receipt to confirm your child’s participation in the final performance.  

Syllabus Receipt and Contact Sheet

I have read and understand the expectations and grading policies that govern the Westlake High School Keyboard Techniques Classroom.  I am aware of the class requirements and the responsibilities of our student.  I will help my student to meet his/her obligations to the class.  We will also communicate any problems or circumstances that may arise that would in some way hinder our student and their participation in the final piano recital at the end of the semester.

Student Name (print): _____________________________________________________________________

Student Signature ________________________________________________________________________

Parent(s)/Guardian(s) Name (print): __________________________________________________________

Parent(s)/Guardian(s) Signature: _____________________________________________________________

Parent(s)/Guardian(s) E-mail Address (if applicable): _____________________________________________

Parent(s)/Guardian(s) Home Phone Number: ___________________________________________________

Parent(s)/Guardian(s) Work Phone Number: ___________________________________________________
Parent(s)/Guardian(s) Cell Phone Number: _____________________________________________________

Alternate contact number (if applicable): _____________________________________________________

We understand that you have busy schedules, and we respect your time. Therefore, the provided information will not be abused, but will only be used for information that is pertinent to your student’s success. All information is required to consider this form complete.  

Please feel free to contact me directly via e-mail:  kellyi@fultonschools.org or schedule a conference through our counselor’s office. 

I. Kelly 


Room 524


Email:kellyi@fultonschools.org 


Website:irisdenisekelly.yolasite.com


Tutorial Hours: Monday 3:45-4:45 by Appointment only


 

















Grading





Westlake High Honor Code





The Westlake High School Honor Code is in effect at all times.  Cheating will not be tolerated!


Cheating is defined as giving or receiving information in any form that is related to a gradable experience including the use of sources of information other than those specifically approved by the teacher either during or outside of class.  Students are required to sign honor pledges as applicable for major tests, projects, and/or papers.





Examples of Cheating include, but are not limited to:


Plagiarism – using words or ideas from a published source without proper documentation; using the work of another student (e.g. copying another student’s homework, composition, or project); using excessive editing suggestions of another student, teacher, parent or paid editor.


Looking on someone else’s paper during a test or quiz.


Cheat sheets of any kind.


Knowingly accepting or giving information concerning the contents of a test or quiz.


Changing the appearance of computer printouts.


Allowing another student to complete Web Assign or other web-based activities using your name and login information.





Any student found to be in violation of the Honor Code on any assignment will receive a grade of a zero on the assignment in question.  The assignment may not be made up (students having zeros are not eligible for recovery).  Violations may be considered by faculty in making future recommendations.  Memberships in honor clubs will be jeopardized.  














Fulton County Policy





If you have an excused absence on the day it is assigned, then you will have one day to turn the assignment in without penalty.  If you miss a test, you must make up the test after school within 5 days of your return to school.  (Make up work policy subject to change for Performance Assessments).











