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Scott Joplin (1868 - 1917), American composer, is thought to have been born in Texarkana, Texas in 1868. He
came from a musical family. When his father bought a square grand piano, Scott taught himself how to play.
By the age of eleven he had become proficient enough to attract the attention of a German music teacher who
gave him lessons. At seventeen, Joplin left home to seek his fortune in music. He moved to St. Louis where he
played in the “honky-tonks” on Chestnut and Market Streets from 1885 to 1893. During the latter half of the
1890’s, Joplin continued to travel, perform, and develop his own style. During this period, Joplin began to
write down some of the compositions he performed, and subsequently some were published. His first published
composition was Original Rags in 1899. Joplin became the acknowledged “King of Ragtime.” This style was
characterized by a bouncing, steady oom-pah bass under a colorful, syncopated melody. The melody was so
syncopated, in fact, that this style music of was originally called “ragged time.” The excerpt below is from the
rag entitled The Entertainer. Clamor for ragtime broke loose again in 1974 with the movie The Sting, which
featured many of Joplin’s rags arranged by Marvin Hamlisch. Practically overnight The Entertainer became
one of the top tunes on the charts and its catchy melodies were heard everywhere.
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AMERICA
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Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (1756 - 1791), Austrian composer, was and continues to be an unparalleled musical
S genius. Mozart was given harpsichord and violin lessons by his father, Leopold. By the age of five he could
q‘s‘ ‘7@’ play and compose pieces. He learned almost by instinct and was able to reproduce melodies after one hearing.
When he was six years old his father arranged for Mozart to perform throughout Europe. He displayed his
remarkable musical ability to perform, sight read, i unprovxse, and play his own compositions. Goethe, a teenager
at the time, heard young Mozart perform and wrote, “I was only fourteen years old, but I see, as if I were still
there, the little man with his child’s sword and curly hair. . . . A phenomenon like that of Mozart remains an
inexplicable thing” (Milton Cross’ Encyclopedia Of The Great Composers And Their Music). During his brief life, he
wrote numerous symphonies, operas, concertos, songs, church music, chamber music, and keyboard music.
Below is an excerpt from Mozart’s Sonata in A Major, K. 331.
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart
Andante
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Challeuge Piece

0& 4?7 Antonio Vivaldi (1678 - 1741), Italian composer, was a priest, a violin virtuoso, a violin teacher, and a prolific
By @, composer. For most of his career, Vivaldi was the “music master” at a famous orphanage for girls called the
Pio Ospedale della Pieta in Venice, where music was heavily emphasized. His duties included teaching violin
lessons and composing music. Vivaldi is famous for expanding the possibilities and sounds of the violin and
for his concertos. Joseph Machlis and Kristine Fornay, authors of The Enjoyment of Music, write: “His novel use
of rapid scale passages, extended arpeggios, and contrasting registers contributed decisively to the development
of violin style and technique. He played a leading part in the history of the concerto, effectively exploiting the
contrast in sonority between large and small groups of players.” The excerpt below is taken from the first
movement, Spring, of The Four Seasons. The Four Seasons is a group of four violin concertos and is probably
Vivaldi’s best-known work.
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LH.1beginson___.
LH.5beginson ___.
Antonio Vivaldi
Allegretto
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Franz Joseph Haydn (1732 - 1809), Austrian composer, was extremely important in the development of the

) symphony, sonata, and string quartet. He expanded the outlines of these forms, experimented with
T orchestrations and harmonies, added new instruments to the symphonic ensemble, created unprecedented
lyrical and expressive melodies, and helped to form the symphonic ensemble as we know it today. The excerpt

below is taken from the second movement of Symphony No. 94 in G Major, better known as Surprise Symphony.

This movement begins with a soft and placid theme only to be interrupted without warning by a loud “surprise”

chord for full orchestra. Legend has it that Haydn placed this “surprise” chord in the slow movement to wake

up the audience members.

2
%> RH.1 begins on i
L.H.2beginson _.

: SURPRISE SYMPHONY

Franz Joseph Haydn
Allegro e
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Johann Strauss, Jr. (1825 - 1899), Austrian composer, came from a musical family. His father, Johann, Sr., was
the proprietor of a beer-house and dance-hall, and a conductor and composer of light music. Johann, Jr. became
&AL,  amusician against the will of his father, who apprenticed him to become a bookbinder. After running away
C» from home, Johann, Jr. was finally allowed to study violin and composition. By the time he was nineteen he
formed his own orchestra and performed as conductor of that group. His ensemble received instantaneous
success, and Strauss composed new waltzes for their performances. He made a tour through Austria, Germany,
Poland, and Russia, and in 1872 he came to America to direct concerts in Boston and New York. Strauss wrote
almost five hundred dance-music pieces (waltzes, polkas, marches, gallops, etc.). He also wrote such operetta
favorites as Die Fledermaus (The Bat, 1874) and The Gypsy Baron (1855), which are filled with famous melodies.
Because of his numerous famous waltzes, he justly earned the title “Waltz King.” The excerpt below is from
Strauss’ famous work The Blue Danube Waltz.

THE BLUE DANUBE WALTZ
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X%, LH.5beginson___.

RH.5beginson _.
RH.3beginson___. Johann Strauss, Jr.
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7.} 3, !
A3y = —r— ! ¢
_@_4 ry r.y .y = T &
o 5 s
p
| —
| | S -
r'a TN M T Z N - N N 1
1 £ S Se
5 | L J
5 4
A, 1
. = —— : z
A\ 2 L j £
o T
e N N
rax ] N 9
O Y 4 v 4 y 2 y A
V.4 IS < <
L | 5
5 3
A 3 1
re N I T
— Y A Y 4 Y 4
& < J 2 r e
K,
~ T~ i
) I lI= ;? ¥ - y 2 y 3 i
Z——P ! < C——t——#
[ 1 | )
3

PLPPPPP PP PP PP PP PP PeeeTTTIeTIeIteeeececqaqaqaaann




